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Creating a Barcode

Create a new Photoshop document -- 1024 x 768 pixels is a good size -- and give your document a
name:
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Click on the text tool:
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Choose the font ID Automation and type some text related to your theme, idea or product:
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Make sure the text is big and central. Point size 48 to 70 works well. Use the move tool to fine-tune

positioning:
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Creating a Silhouette Layer

Go to Google and search for a silhouette of an image to go with your barcode. For example, | have
searched for “ghost silhouette”. Make sure the image you pick is a plain colour on a plain
background like black on white:
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Remember that the bigger the image you download, the better quality it will be.



Open your image from within Photoshop using File/Open:
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At the moment, the ghost image has a white background that would ruin the barcode if | placed it
over the top:




This is not what | want so | am going to select only the black ghost silhouette. To do this, click on
Select/Colour Range:
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| can use the eyedropper tool to select the colours | want to copy. In this case, | want to copy the
black parts of the image so | will click on my black ghost. The main image should appear white in the

Colour Range preview window.

Now click OK and you should see your image highlighted by a moving dotted line:




Copy your image by clicking on Edit/Copy:
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Fade...

Shift+Ctrl+F

Cut Ctrl+X
Copy Merged Shift+Ctrl+C
Paste Ctrl+V
Paste Into Shift+Ctrl+V
Clear
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é’ Fill... Shift+F5
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And switch back to your barcode using the grey tab at the top of the Photoshop window:
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ghost barcode @ 100% (ghost image, RGB/8) *

Grey tab

Now, create a new layer to go on top of your barcode. You do this by clicking on the Layer menu and
choosing Layer/New Layer...

3D View Window Help | v 100% v
Shift+Ctrl+N

Layer From Background...

Delete »| Group...

Duplicate Layer...

e B s Group from Layers...

Layer Style »|  Layervia Copy Ctrl+)
Smart Filter 4 Layer via Cut Shift+Ctrl+)

New Fill Layer 4
New Adjustment Layer 4
Layer Content Options...

Layer Mask 4
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button




Give your layer a name describing briefly what the image you have just downloaded is:

New Layer @

Name: ghost image 0K
[T]Use Previous Layer to Create Clipping Mask

Color: [] None -
Mode: Normal ~ Opacity: 100 » | %
(No neutral color exists for Normal mode.)

LLLTE

To place your copied silhouette image over the top of the barcode, click on Edit/Paste:
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Fade Shifts Ctrl+F

Cut Ctrl+X
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Copy Merged Shifts Ctrl+ C

Paste Ctrl+V.

Paste Into Shift Ctrl+

Clear

Check Spelling...
Find and Replace Text...

Fill... Shift+F5
Stroke...

Content-Aware Scale Alt+Shift+Ctrl+C
Free Transform Ctrl+T
Transform >

-Align Layers...
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Define Brush Preset...
Define Pattern...

Define Custom Shape
Purge >

Adobe PDF Presets...
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Your image should now appear on top of your barcode:
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Position your image layer using the Move Tool:
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Remember that you will need to leave a clear row of barcode strips somewhere for a barcode
scanner to successfully read it:
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Layer Opacity

To make my ghost more ghostly, | can make him faint by following these steps.

First, make sure my ghost layer is selected (the layer should be highlighted in blue):
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Then | can simply click on the opacity dropdown and adjust the slider:

Ty s £ Opacity slider

This allows more or less of the image(s) below the layer being adjusted to show through:
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Selection with Colour Range

| am going to block out some of my barcode using a white image. | found a picture of a cat silhouette
that | like:
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| have downloaded it and opened it in Photoshop:
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At the moment, the cat is black. To make the image white, do the following...

First, select the black parts of the image using Select/Colour Range as you did previously:

ColeT g =
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Fuzziness: 40 Cancel
Load...
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© Selection © Image

Selection Preview: None -

Click on the black part of the image with the eyedropper tool and click OK:

The black part of the image is highlighted to show your selection.

Click on Edit/Copy:

B8l Fie [Edit] image Loyer Select Filter Analysis 3D Vic
Undo Color Range sz |
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e, Copy Ctrl+C
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4, Paste Ctrl+V
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And now switch back to your barcode image:
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Create a new layer and name it:

New Layer

Name: white cat

Color: [_] None

Mode: Normal

("] Use Previous Layer to Create Clipping Mask
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(No neutral color exists for Normal mode.)
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Now paste your new image into the layer:
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Drag the image using the Move tool so it is well-positioned:
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Paint Bucket tool

Make sure your foreground colour is set to white. To do this, click on the small set foreground colour
box:
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This will open the foreground colour picker:

Color Picker (Foreground Color)

H

ok ]
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Add To Swatches
Color Libraries
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[T only web Colors K

# 000000 190 %

Now click in the top-left corner of the colour window to choose white and click OK:
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Next, click on the Paint Bucket tool. If it is not visible, you will find it if you long-click on the Gradient
tool:
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Fill your image with white using the Paint Bucket by clicking on it:
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Touching up the Barcode

To touch-up areas of the barcode, | can paint directly on top of it.

First, create a new layer:

| Essentials v - & x

New Layer... Shift+Ctrl+N

Duplicate Layer...
Delete Layer
Delete Hidden Layers

New Group...
New Group from Layers...

Lock All Layers in Group...

Convert to Smart Object
Edit Contents

Layer Properties...
Blending Options...
Edit Adjustment...

Create Clipping Mask Alt+Ctrl+G

Link Layers
Select Linked Layers

Merge Down Ctrl+E
Merge Visible Shift+Ctrl+E
Flatten Image

Animation Options >
Panel Options...

Close

Close Tab Group
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Name the layer:

Newlayee ==

Name: [Fls | OK |
Use Previous Layer to Create Clipping Mask

Color: [] None -
Mode: Normal v Opacity: - %

[](No neutral color exists for Normal mode.)




Choose your foreground colour:

d Set foreground color
I

Choose a Paint Brush tool:
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Brush Tool (B)
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Now, simply paint over areas you want to touch-up or block out:
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Hiding Layers

To compare what your overall image looks like with and without certain layers, you can simply hide
individual layers by clicking on the eye symbol next to a layer:

>

Indicates layer visibility

LAYERS
Normal v Opacity:| 100% | *»
lock: [ 7+ & Fill:| 100% | *

Eye symbol
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For example, to view my image without my paint layer, | can hide it:
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Cropping

To get rid of white space around your image, you can use the rectangular selection tool to crop your
final image. The selection tools only work on a single layer. This means you will either need to
reduce your image to a single layer (called flattening) or select multiple layers before selecting.

It is preferred to select multiple layers by clicking on Select/All Layers:

Ba Fie Edit Image Layer [Select] Fiter Analysic 3D View \
1 . [:] P ‘ P All Ctrl+A .
= Deselect Ctrl+D
_ ghost barcode.psd @ 100% (Bi  Reselect Shift+ Ctrl+D
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Al Layers Alt+Ctrl+A
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s Similar Layers
%
12(_ Color Range...
f‘ Refine Edge... Alt+Ctrl+R
59 Modify >
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b Transform Selection
g, Edit in Quick Mask Mode
Q‘ Load Selection...
. Save Selection...
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Then use the Rectangular Selection tool...

H File Edit Image Layer !
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Once this is done, click on Edit/Copy Merged...

Image Layer Select Filter Analysis 3
Undo Ctrl+Z
Step Forward Shift+Ctrl+Z
Step Backward Alt+Ctrl+Z

Fade... Shift+Ctrl+F

Ctrl+X
Ctrl+C
Shift+Ctrl+C
Ctrl+V
Paste Into Shift+Ctrl+V

Clear

Check Spelling...

...and then create a new document. Don’t worry about the size of the document as Photoshop will
suggest a size that fits the image you have copied.

€ Ex
Name: [ ghost-cropped| ] L OK J
-~ preset: Cipboard - [ Rem ]
Size: | - | [ savePreset..
Width: 594 pixels - Delete Preset...
Height: 297 pixels v
. vice Central...
Resolution: 72 pixels/inch v
Color Mode: RGB Color ~ 8 bit v
Background Contents: White v .
Image Size:
'v) Advanced 516.8K

Name the document and click OK.

Now paste your image into the document:
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Your new document is a cropped version of your original and your original is still intact.



Save As
Save your final image by going to File/Save As:

Edit Image Layer Select Filter Analysis :
New... Ctrl+N
Open... Ctrl+0

2 No

— Browse in Bridge... Alt+Ctrl+0
», Open As... Alt+Shift+Ctrl+ 0
. Open As Smart Object...
g Open Recent 4
e,
)K Share My Screen...
ﬁ‘ Device Central...
),‘ Close Ctrl+W
Z+]  CloseAl Alt+Ctrl+W
i Close and Go To Bridge... Shift+Ctrl+W
& Save Ctrl+S
% Save As... Shift+Ctrl+S
.y' CheckIn...

e Save for Web & Devices... Alt+Shift+ Ctrl+S
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%‘ Place...

Q: Import 4
Q Export 4
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k' File Inf Alt+Shift+Ctrl+1

ile Info... +Shift+Ctrl+
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Page Setup... Shift+Ctrl+P
<‘.%‘ '9 P

= Print... Ctrl+P
| Print One Copy Alt+Shift+ Ctrl+P
WV

: Exit Ctrl+Q
Q

Choose a file format such as a PNG, JPEG or a GIF. These are very small and flexible file types that
can be used within other documents and on websites:

(ol smens
Savein: | My Pictures - 0% Er
= Name < Date modified Type
*';} i barcode guitar 07/04/201513:25 Adobe Ph
RecentPlaces g, code violin 13/04/201510:28  Adobe Ph
. i ghost barcode 15/04/201511:30 Adobe Ph
= b guitar barcode silhouette final 2 07/04/2015 13:40 Adobe Ph
Desktop b guitar barcode silhouette final 07/04/201513:18 Adobe Ph
= ‘ guitar barcode 07/04/201512:27 Adobe Ph
=
Libraries

A
Computer
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Network

File name: ghost barcode e

l Format: SD:. v| [
’ Photoshop (PSD:~.PDD)
Save Options BMP (" BMP:* RLE;" DIE)
Save: [ CompuServe GIF (“GIF)
— | Dicom (~.DCM:*.DC3:".DIC)
L Photoshop EPS (*.EPS)
Photoshop DCS 1.0 (EPS)
Photoshop DCS 2.0 (EPS)
FXG

i

Color: ]

v PCX ("PCX)
Thumbnai Photoshop PDF (*PDF."PDP)

Photoshop Raw (*.RAW)

PICT File (*.PCT;*.PICT)

Pixar (*.PXR)

PNG (*.PNG)

Portable Bit Map (*.PBM;*.PGM;*.PPM;*.PNM;*.PFM;*.PAM)
Scitex CT (~.5CT)

Targa (*.TGA:".VDA:"ICB:*.VST)

TIFF (“.TIF:* TIFF)




Rotating and Resizing

Sometimes you will need to resize and rotate an image. This is possible using the Free Transform
tool.

For example, to transform my ghost image...
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...I first click on my ghost image layer and then select Edit/Free Transform in the menu:

“ File |Edit | Image Layer Select Filter Analysis 3D View
oo Undo Master Opacity Change Ctrl+Z
BT E < = = % Normal

Step Forward Shift+Ctrl+Z
ghos  Step Backward Alt+Ctrl+Z @

)‘l' Fade... Shift+Ctrl+F

Cut Ctrl+X

P‘ Copy Ctrl+C

K, Copy Merged Shift+Ctrl+C

t‘ Paste Ctrl+V
f‘ Paste Into Shift+Ctrl+V
< Clear

&. Check Spelling...

g Find and Replace Text...
2 Fill... Shift+F5
-
Jf‘ Stroke...
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& Content-Aware Scale Alt+Shift+ Ctrl+C
e Free Transform Ctrl+T
W, Transform »

.\‘ Auto-Align Layers...
& Auto-Blend Layers...
T Define Brush Preset...
X Define Pattern...
u: Define Custom Shape.
Purge L
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S, Adobe PDF Presets...

h.”/ Preset Manager...
Q Color Settings... Shift+ Ctrl+K

[ TR Assign Profile...

Convert to Profile...
Keyboard Shortcuts... Alt+Shift+Ctrl+K
© Menus... Alt+Shift+Ctrl+M
. Preferences »



| can reposition the image by clicking on it and dragging...

..resize it by dragging the resize handles...

Resize

handles

...and rotate it using the rotation arrows that appear when the mouse is near the transform box:

| T |}
ny




Press Enter on the keyboard when you are done to fix the transformation:

When you are finished manipulating the layer, you can continue editing your document as usual:
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